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Meadow Lane Playground Survey 
January 2023 

Updated March 2023 Tom Green (on behalf of the toddler parent group of Iffley Fields) 

 

The Playground for children up to 8 is very popular and well used. It is managed and maintained by 
the Council. Residents had raised concerns that it was starting to deteriorate and prone to flooding 
to IFRA. It was visited on 12 January 2023 with Cllr Chris Jarvis. 

Flooding 

The Playground and most of the equipment were surrounded by puddles. There had been a lot of 
rain before we visited so this was unusually bad. However, there are perennial problems with bad 
puddles in winter by the gates, which could be addressed. 
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The gates 

The gate to the playground are no longer self-closing and so often remain open, risking small 
children going out on to Meadow Lane and  dogs getting in.  

These have now been fixed by ODS – thanks. 

The fencing  

Between the park and Meadow Lane field the fence is made of wire which is falling apart with lots of 
large holes in. The stile should either be removed or improved. Upgraded fencing would be 
appreciated here.  

 

Wibbly Wobbly Bridge 

 

 This has been dismantled and replacement wood 
has been ordered but is unlikely to arrive until 
the autumn. We wondered if some temporary 
arrangement might be made in the meantime. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rather than waiting another 6+ months for wood (why does 
wood take 6 months to arrive?), would a similar arrangement 
to the Florence Park wobbly bridge be possible – see photo – 
as a better alternative? 
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Swings  

The right hand bolt into the post of the toddler swing closest to 
the main yellow gate moves with the swing and could come off – 
this is unsafe and should be fixed ASAP.  

 

 

 

The house 

 

 

 

The house is very popular. We noticed that the entrance 
had a pathway material that gave access through the 
puddles. We wondered if this might be used in future to 
give access to other equipment. 

 

The seats inside are losing their edges and need 
replacing. 
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Parallel Bars 

These were placed by the edge to the Recreation ground but were removed recently. We are not 
sure why and would like them replaced. 

 

 

Zip Wire 

We were pleased to see the ground had been resurfaced. We noted that the launch platform is 
beginning to show signs of deterioration and will need some attention in the future. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sandpit  

The sand is now very old and needs a new load of sand to make it nice to play in (compare with the 
sand in Florence Park which is much newer and more pleasant to use)  
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The See-saw 

 

 

The see-saw seemed to have some 
loose screws and some the wood has 
deteriorated. While it seemed safe, it 
may need to be reviewed. 

 

 

 

This seesaw is not safe. The wood has splintered and is dangerous. This seesaw 
needs to be replaced entirely with a better one as it is also too stiff for toddlers to 
use on their own so a new design should be considered.  
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Ideas for more equipment  

There is plenty of space in the playground for new equipment, on both sides of the 
entrance from Meadow Lane and also behind the slide. Ideas include:  

• Replacement seesaw (£?)	
• Mini bowl spinner (£1400?)	
• Climbing traverse wall or traversing forest (£1000-2600)	
• Stepping Stones (£800) 	
• Log Rope bridge (£1800)	
• Trampoline in the ground (£6000, too expensive)	
• Musical instrument / xylophone / tubular bells (£2400+)	

Rough pricing from https://sovereignplayequipment.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/20-
21-Sovereign-Brochure-Final.pdf 	
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Conclusions 

Overall, it is an attractive playground with a good balance of play activities. It is very 
much appreciated by children and their parents and grandparents. 

It is, however, beginning to show signs of wear and tear and many areas may need 
renovation in the next year. 

Areas for attention: ODS / OCC 

1. Puddles by the gates. While some flooding after rain is inevitable, given its 
position, the well-worn areas by the gates should be improved. 

2. Fencing repair 
3. Toddler swing repair  
4. Wobbly Bridge: whether a temporary replacement can be made to the wibbly 

wobbly bridge while we await the arrival of the wood that has been ordered. 
Or a permanent replacement more similar to the Florence park bridge that 
will be in place more quickly.  

5. Parallel bars: the reason the parallel bars were recently removed and when 
they will be replaced? 

6. Sandpit new load of sand  
7. Seesaw removal (and replacement)  
8. House seating repair 
9. Surfaces around the activities to be monitored especially zip line 

 

Responsibilities: Will the above repair and maintenance items be the responsibility of 
ODS / OCC, and will they additionally have any budget for a new seesaw, 
replacement parallel bars and any new equipment? 

 

New equipment: we (as an IFRA parent group) would support an application by IFRA 
for new equipment from the councillors’ fund. This would be for new items, rather 
than replacing what was there already, what has broken or what has been taken 
away. 

 

Susan Bedford, Simon Fisher, Christine Hogg, Cllr Chris Jarvis 

14 January 2023 

Tom Green 

6 Mar 23 


